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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This Heritage Impact Statement has been prepared on behalf of the client for submission as part of a 
Planning Proposal for the study site at 245 Great Western Highway South Wentworthville (Lot 100 DP 
878926). The study site is listed in the Cumberland Local Environmental Plan 2021 as locally significant 
heritage item no. I244; The Wattles. 

The planning proposal seeks to facilitate a 4 and 6 storey hotel/motel development (76 hotel units) with 
ancillary hotel facilities and basement parking on the west of site, and adaptively re-use The Wattles 
residence as a café/restaurant. 
 
The planning proposal seeks to amend the site’s existing planning controls under Cumberland LEP 2021 to: 
• Increase the site’s existing maximum building height from 9m to 27m for the west only and maintain an 

existing 9m building height for rest of the site; 
• Amend the FSR of the site to 1:1; and 
• Add ‘hotel or motel accommodation’ as an additional permitted use to the lot by amending Schedule 1; 

and 
• Add ‘restaurant or café’ as an additional permitted use for The Wattles heritage building by amending 

Schedule 1. 
 

The site is in an unusual position; being in a zone that is no longer immediately conducive to full-time low 
density residential accommodation, given its location between the Great Western Highway and the M4. The 
concept is preferrable to other options considered for the site, which variously involved subdivision and 
construction of multiple dwellings. This type of development is considered to be intrusive and would have an 
unacceptable adverse impact on the significance of The Wattles and its setting. 

 
The concept, which is commercial rather than residential, has the potential to generate income to fund the 
ongoing conservation and maintenance of The Wattles and its setting. Additionally, it allows the site to be 
appreciated by a wider audience, and activates what could continue to be a ‘forgotten’ and otherwise 
inaccessible site, wedged between two major roads. 
 
Appropriately, the concept hotel/motel site has been moved an additional 6 metres away to the west of The 
Wattles, as compared to the existing multistorey building approved under DA2010/93/1. The separation 
between The Wattles and the site of the concept hotel/motel creates two distinct ‘precincts’ on the site; 
importantly, The Wattles retains an appropriate curtilage that affords it dominance in its own reinstated 
garden setting. Views of the original building from the Great Western Highway will be maintained, if not 
improved; with potential for an exterior up-lighting installation and appropriately sympathetic signage to lift 
the presence of the historic site. 

To enable its adaptive reuse as a café/restaurant, there is opportunity to include a sympathetic low scale 
detached building joined by a link to the rear of The Wattles to house WCs, commercial kitchen and 
associated services. This would mitigate impact on significant fabric, detailing and layout of the residence.  
  
There is potential in the design to further mitigate the visual impact of the structure on The Wattles and 
surrounding streetscape at the detailed DA design stage; this could occur through the refining of form, 
materials, colours and finishes, and landscaping. 

We are of the in-principle opinion the proposal for the additional permitted uses and height has merit, and 
that it should be considered for approval. With appropriate refinement, the hotel/motel concept could be 
rendered to a solution that activates the site, while respecting and maintaining the heritage significance of 
The Wattles.  



 
 

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT | The Wattles, 245 Great Western Hwy, South Wentworthville | July 2023   | 5 |  

2. INTRODUCTION 
2.1  Background 

This Heritage Impact Statement has been prepared on behalf of the client for submission as part of a 
Planning Proposal application to apply for changes to the permitted uses and height controls at the site, 
which is currently zoned R2 Low Density Residential. 

2.2 Site Location and Description 
Lot 100 DP 878926 is located at 245 Great Western Highway South Wentworthville, Parish of St John, County 
of Cumberland in the Cumberland LGA. It is approximately 4796m2 in area. The site contains one heritage-
listed brick and tile single storey residence. 

 
Figure 2.1 | Map showing the study site at 245 Great Western Highway in context of South Wentworthville 
and the surrounding area. Lot marked with a red flag. [SIX Maps] 

 
Figure 2.2 | Detail of the study site in between the Great Western Highway and the M4. [SIX Maps] 



 

 

 
                                                          

   HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT | The Wattles, 245 Great Western Hwy, South Wentworthville | July 2023   | 6 |  

Figure 2.3 | Aerial view of the study site and surrounding Wentworthville area. Lot marked in red.  
[SIX Maps] 

Figure 2.4 | Detailed aerial view of the study site. Lot marked in yellow. [SIX Maps] 
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2.3 Heritage Status 
The study site (Lot 100 DP 878926) is listed in the Cumberland LEP 2021 as ‘The Wattles’; locally significant 
heritage item no. I244. The study site is also in the vicinity of the following heritage items:  

• State I00204: ‘Essington’, 2–8 Bridge Road (primary), Great Western Highway (alternate), Westmead 
• Local I125: ‘Greystanes Milestone group, Parramatta to Greystanes’, Great Western Highway, Greystanes 

 
As such, the lot is subject to the applicable heritage standards and development controls provided under the 
Cumberland LEP and DCP 2021. Heritage Listings are in Appendix B. 

Figure 2.5| Heritage Map showing heritage items in the vicinity of 245 Great Western Highway South Wentworthville. 
Locally significant items are indicated in brown, while State listed items are shaded blue, such as Essington.  
[Heritage NSW, 2021] 

2.4 Methodology  
The site inspection was undertaken by historian/heritage consultant Dr Sue Rosen and Dr Roy Lumby, 
architectural historian. Proposed development plans were reviewed against Council’s planning guidelines by 
historian/heritage consultant Liz Gorman, and an evaluation of the heritage impact of the proposal in light of 
the heritage qualities of The Wattles 665 was undertaken. 

The methodology employed in this study conforms to the principles and guidelines of The Burra Charter: The 
Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 1999. The assessment presented is in accord 
with the criteria and guidelines prepared by the NSW Heritage Branch of the NSW Department of Planning 
for the preparation of Heritage Impact Statements. 

2.5 Terminology 
The terminology used in this report is consistent with the NSW Heritage Manual and the definitions of the 
Burra Charter.   
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3. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 
See Appendix C for the comprehensive historic context report prepared by Rosemary Broomham with Joy 
Hughes for The Wattles in 1997. 

4. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
4.1  245 Great Western Highway, South Wentworthville 

The study site of Lot 100 DP 878926 is located on the southern side of the Great Western Highway. It is 
bound on the east by an on-ramp to the M4, and to the south by the M4. The irregularly shaped allotment 
contains The Wattles residence, at the eastern side. The western ‘triangle’ of the allotment is fenced and is in 
use as a sheep paddock.  

The Wattles is described in the 2019 Cumberland City Council heritage inventory sheet as:  

‘The Wattles’ is a large brick Victorian cottage located along the Great Western 
Highway. The residence is well hidden from the road and marooned between the M4 
Motorway and Great Western Highway. The residence has a hipped gable roof clad 
with a concrete tile roof. The roofscape features three small gabled dormers with 
simple painted timber bargeboards and four tall brick chimneys with a stepped course 
detail located on the east and west elevations. The dormers are not original elements 
but a later addition to the building, post 1943.1 

A verandah extends along the north, east and west elevations. The verandah roof is 
skillion clad with tile profile sheeting, supported on paired timber posts.  

Remnant original windows include two six-pane double hung sash windows, the 
windows to front elevation have louvred timber. The walls along the lower façade are 
rendered while the upper storey is face brick. The building appears to have a rear 
addition. Due to the later construction of the M4 and the accessway to the M4, the 
landscape and orientation of the building changed. The item no longer fronts the Great 
Western Highway and is accessed via a driveway that extends along the northeast 
boundary created by the accessway to the M4. The landscape now features 
established plantings primarily located along the northeast boundary framing the 
driveway and the southern boundary. The remaining landscape consists of long grass 
with sections separated by a tall wire mesh fence that is a detracting element. The 
condition of the dwelling appears to be fair. It appeared to be under renovation at the 
time of the site inspection. 

 

The following photographs further describe the site. 

 

 

 

 
1 The 2019 Cumberland City Council heritage inventory sheet incorrectly states that the dormer windows are a post-1943 addition 
(presumably since they are not able to be discerned in the 1943 aerial.) Photographic evidence from the 1870s-1880s reproduced in The 
Wattles: A History by Broomham & Hughes (1997) show that the three dormers are an early, if not original, architectural feature of the 
property.  
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4.2  Site Photographs 
4.2.1 Exterior 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1 | Eastern side of The Wattles.  Figure 4.2 | NE corner and side and front verandah. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.3 | Front (northern elevation) of the study 
site.  

 Figure 4.4 | NW corner and western verandah. 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4.5 | Western side, showing later accretions of 
an elevated pathway and rear detached addition. 

 Figure 4.6 | SW corner showing acretions at the rear. 
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Figure 4.7 | SW side of the rear of The Wattles. 
Chimney breast and chimney extant.  

 

 Figure 4.8 | Facebrick on a sandstone base at rear.  

 

 

 
Figure 4.9 | Infill of the once-external space between 
the mirrored rear wings of The Wattles. 

 Figure 4.10 | View W along the rear of the residence. 
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Figure 4.11 | Inside the rear infill (looking SE), which 
has been turned into an informal kitchen/ dining / 
family room area.  

 

 Figure 4.12 | Infilled area at rear (looking SE). Original 
window extant at right. 

 
Figure 4.13 | Former exterior rear wall of The Wattles, including rear door. Evident is the central hallway that 
continues through the house from the front door. This central axis is a significant element of the layout of the 
house. 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.14 | View of rear yard and SE corner of the 
house.  

 Figure 4.15 | View of SE corner and rear of The 
Wattles. 
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4.2.2 Interior 

Room lettering used below corresponds to the following floorplan taken from Broomham and Hughes,  
The Wattles: A History, 1997.  

	 	

	

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.16 | Room A  Figure 4.17 | Hallway B with Room A at left and Room 
C at right. 



 
 

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT | The Wattles, 245 Great Western Hwy, South Wentworthville | July 2023   | 13 |  

 

 

 

Figure 4.18 | Room C  Figure 4.19 | Room C 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4.20 | Room D  Figure 4.21 | Room D, through Hall E, to Room F 
 

                    

Figure 4.22 | Hall E                                       Figure 4.23 | Hall E                                       Figure 4.24 | Hall E 
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Figure 4.25 | Room F.  Figure 4.26 | Room F 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.27 | Room G  Figure 4.28 | Room G 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.29 | Room G  Figure 4.30 | Room G 
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Figure 4.31 | Hall E  Figure 4.32 | Hall E  

 

 

 

Figure 4.33 | Room Q   Figure 4.34 | Room Q 
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Figure 4.35 | Room Q through to Room R  Figure 4.36 | Room R 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4.37 | Room Q through to Room S  Figure 4.38 | Room S 
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5. HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
5.1  245 Great Western Highway, South Wentworthville 

The Statement of Significance per the Heritage NSW inventory entry for the property is as follows: 

The Victorian Residence, known as ‘The Wattles’ at 245 Great Western Highway, South 
Wentworthville, is locally significant for its historic, associative, aesthetic and rarity 
values. Built between 1851 and 1875 as a private residence, originally known as 
‘Willow Cottage’ and later as ‘The Wattles,’ is historically significant through its 
associations with William Fullagar, one of Cumberland’s prominent pioneer settlers 
and developers. The dwelling is historically significant as one of the earliest houses in 
the Cumberland LGA and is relatively rare. The item retains some aesthetic significance 
as a moderately intact early Victorian residence; however, this has been compromised 
to some degree by later alterations and removal of original fabric, such as the 
construction of dormer windows on the first floor. 2 

5.2 Assessment of significance  
 The Wattles, at 245 Great Western Highway South Wentworthville, is significant under the following heritage 
assessment criterion defined in the NSW Heritage Manual (amended July 2002). We agree with and support 
the significance assessment of the property undertaken by Extent Heritage in the 2019 Cumberland City 
Council Heritage Study; reproduced in italics below.  
 
Criteria a) an item is important in the course, or pattern, of the Cumberland LGA’s cultural or natural 
history. 
 
Built between 1851 and 1875, the building is historically significant as one of the earliest houses in 
Cumberland.  

Criteria b) an item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in Cumberland LGA’s cultural or natural history. 

It is locally significant through its associations with William Fullagar, one of Cumberland’s prominent pioneer 
settlers and developers.  

Criteria c) an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative 
or technical achievement in the Cumberland LGA. 

The dwelling has aesthetic significance as a moderately intact, early Victorian residence; however, this has 
been compromised to some degree by later alterations and removal of original fabric.  

Criteria d) an item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in the 
Cumberland LGA for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

Insufficient research to establish significance under this criterion. 

Criteria e) an item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
Cumberland LGA’s cultural or natural history. 

Insufficient research to establish significance under this criterion. 

 

 
2 The statement that the first floor dormer windows are a later alteration is factually incorrect; photographic evidence from the 1870s-
1880s reproduced in The Wattles: A History by Broomham & Hughes (1997) show that the three dormers are an early, if not original, 
architectural feature of the property.  
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Criteria f) an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Cumberland LGA’s cultural or 
natural history.  

The item is locally significant as a rare example of its particular architectural style (early Victorian) within the 
local area.  
 
Criteria g) an item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Cumberland 
LGA’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments.  

Insufficient research to establish significance under this criterion. 

 

5.3 Management recommendations  
The following standardised management recommendations are taken from the Heritage Inventory Sheet for 
The Wattles, produced as part of the 2019 Cumberland City Council Heritage Study. 

1.    Maintain this item’s heritage listing on the LEP.  

6.    Original fabric is highly significant and should be maintained.  

9.  Maintain the existing setting of the heritage item, informed by the historic 
pattern of neighbouring development (form, scale, bulk, setback and height).  

10.  Maintain the historic aesthetic/character of the item and area (e.g. paint scheme, 
materiality, style, landscape elements).  

12.  Alterations and additions should respond to the existing pattern of development, 
with careful consideration of the setting (form, scale, bulk, setback and height).  

13.  New alterations and additions should respect the historic aesthetic/character of 
the item and area (e.g. paint scheme, materiality, style, landscape elements).  

 

Heritage Listings are at Appendix B.  
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6. THE PROPOSAL  
The planning proposal seeks to facilitate a 4 and 6 storey hotel/motel development (76 hotel units) with 
ancillary hotel facilities and basement parking on the west of site, and adaptively re-use The Wattles 
residence as a café/restaurant. 
 
The planning proposal seeks to amend the site’s existing planning controls under Cumberland LEP 2021 to: 
 
• Increase the site’s existing maximum building height from 9m to 27m for the west only and maintain an 

existing 9m building height for rest of the site; 
• Amend the FSR of the site to 1:1; and 
• Add ‘hotel or motel accommodation’ as an additional permitted use to the lot by amending Schedule 1; 

and 
• Add ‘restaurant or café’ as an additional permitted use for The Wattles heritage building by amending 

Schedule 1. 
 
See concept plans in Appendix A. 
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7. ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT 
7.1  Cumberland Local Environmental Plan 2021 

Heritage provisions are contained in Clause 5.10 of Cumberland Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2021. The 
proposed development has been assessed against the following relevant provisions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEP Provision Compliance Comments 
2.   Requirement for consent 
 
Development consent is required for any of the following: 
(a)  demolishing or moving any of the following or altering the exterior of 

any of the following (including, in the case of a building, making 
changes to its detail, fabric, finish or appearance)— 
(i)   a heritage item, 

(b)  altering a heritage item that is a building by making structural 
changes to its interior or by making changes to anything inside the 
item that is specified in Schedule 5 in relation to the item, 

(e)  erecting a building on land— 
(i)   on which a heritage item is located or that is within a heritage 

conservation area 
 

 
 
This Statement of Heritage 
Impact has been written to 
evaluate the effects of the 
proposed development at 245 
Great Western Highway, 
South Wentworthville, which 
is a heritage item of local 
significance. The proposal 
includes the conceptual 
construction of a building on 
vacant land at the property, 
as well as alterations and 
additions to The Wattles 
residence to be used as a 
café/restaurant. 

 
4.   Effect on heritage significance 
 
The consent authority must, before granting consent under this clause in 
respect of a heritage item or heritage conservation area, consider the 
effect of the proposed development on the heritage significance of the 
item or area concerned. This sub clause applies regardless of whether a 
heritage management document is prepared under subclause (5) or a 
heritage conservation management plan is submitted under subclause 
(6). 

 
 
This statement of heritage 
impact has been written to 
determine the impacts of the 
proposed conceptual 
development on the 
significance of the item itself 
and on nearby heritage 
item(s). 
 

5.   Heritage assessment 
 
The consent authority may, before granting consent to any development: 
(c)  on land that is within the vicinity of land referred to in paragraph  
(a) heritage item or (b) heritage conservation area, 
require a heritage management document to be prepared that assesses 
the extent to which the carrying out of the proposed development would 
affect the heritage significance of the heritage item or heritage 
conservation area concerned. 

 
 
This statement of heritage 
impact has been written to 
determine the impacts of the 
proposed conceptual 
development on the 
significance of the item. 
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7.2 Cumberland Development Control Plan 2021: Part G2 Heritage 
Prescriptive heritage measures applicable to 245 Great Western Highway South Wentworthville (‘Item’), with 
particular relevance to the proposed change of use and conceptual development include: 

DCP Provision Compliance Comments 

2.1 Development requirements for environmental heritage 

Control 

C1 Contributory items are required to be retained. 
Compliant. The Wattles is being retained. 

C2 Non-contributory items not identified are not 
required to be retained. 

Not applicable. 

Documentation 

C1 Council may waive the need for applicants to 
submit a Heritage Impact Statement as may be 
required under the LEP, if it deems the development 
and its potential impacts are minor in nature. 

Noted. 

C2 A Conservation Policy or Conservation 
Management Plan may be required, depending on 
the significance of the item, the proposed works and 
the need for strategies for the retention of the 
significance of the heritage item. 

 
 Noted. 

C3   Development applications and their assisting 
documentation shall be prepared in accordance 
with the Burra Charter. 

Compliant. This report has been produced to 
accompany the Planning Proposal, in satisfaction of 
this control. A Statement of Heritage Impact would 
be the minimum heritage documentation produced 
for any future detailed DA submissions. 

2.2 Conservation and development works on heritage items 

C1   New development should be consistent with the 
guidelines and policies of any relevant 
conservation plan adopted by Council, and where 
appropriate, with State government 
requirements. 

Compliant. 

C2  New dwellings on sites occupied by an item of 
environmental heritage shall be designed and 
constructed in a manner that does not detract 
from the historic significance of that item or the 
area. 

Not applicable. Additional dwellings are not proposed 
for the site. 
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C3   Ensure that conservation or maintenance works 
on a heritage item use materials,  detailing, 
features, and design elements that are 
appropriate to the style and age of the heritage 
item. 

Compliant. The works at The Wattles residence will 
repair and restore the significant fabric, features, and 
layout of the property. Detail will be reconstructed 
using appropriate historical source evidence. 

C4   Additions and/or extensions to heritage items: 

• are to be located and designed to 
complement the existing scale, character and 
amenity of the streetscape; 

• are not to dominate the appearance of the 
heritage item from the street; and 

• are to be consistent with the style of the 
heritage item. 

Compliant. Additional space required to house a 
commercial kitchen, cool rooms and storage could be 
provided by a single-storey pavilion-style (or similar) 
addition that would be joined to the rear of the 
property by a link. The design would have it stepped 
in from the sides of the house so that it does not 
detract from views of the front of the property. 

The skillion-roofed pavilion should be contemporary 
in design and materiality so that no confusion of the 
development phase is caused, and it allows the solid 
materiality of The Wattles to dominate. 

C5  All new development within the curtilage of a 
heritage item is to be suitably located and retains 
the visual dominance of the heritage item, with 
minimal impact upon the fabric and significant 
landscaping associated with the item. 

The proposed conceptual multi-storey hotel/motel 
development is being sited to the western side of the 
allotment, and is distanced from The Wattles by 
approximately 42 metres. Appropriately, the closest 
part of the motel is lower, with the higher part at the 
opposite end of the lot away from The Wattles. 

C6   Garages and carports are designed and located 
to ensure that they do not impact upon the 
appearance or fabric of the heritage item and its 
setting, and comfortably fit with the character of 
the area. 

Not applicable. None proposed above ground to 
impact the fabric or setting of the Item. 

C7   Alterations or additions to existing commercial or 
civic heritage items are to be designed to respect 
the scale and form of the existing building and 
are located to have minimal visual impact from 
the street and on the significant fabric of the 
building. 

Not applicable. Not a commercial or civic heritage 
item. 

General conservation and maintenance works 

C8  When undertaking any form of development, 
conservation, maintenance or construction works 
on a heritage item, the materials, colours, 
maintenance and construction techniques used 
shall be appropriate to the heritage item. 

 

Noted. A comprehensive Heritage Impact Statement 
would be carried out on any detailed DA proposal for 
restoration of The Wattles. 

C9   Original face brick should generally not be 
rendered as it removes and covers over the 
original colours and textures of the building. 

The majority of the façade is either painted render or 
brick. Investigations could be undertaken to see where 
it would be appropriate and would not cause damage to 
the house fabric to remove the surface treatment to 
restore sections of face brick and sandstone. 
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C10 New roofing materials should match or be 
sympathetic in style and colour to the 
appearance of original materials. 

Research is required to establish a suitable 
equivalent roofing materials for the house and 
verandahs. Any rear addition should be corrugated 
metal sheeting.  

C11 When undertaking works on a heritage item, the 
design of building detailing such as windows or 
doors, should be in keeping with the age and 
style of the heritage item. 

Compliant. No changes will be made to existing 
doors/windows except to restore or reconstruct 
original detail. Any rear addition should be separated 
from the house by a ‘link’ and the materials and style 
of the addition are able to be contemporary. The 
scale should be no more than an elevated single 
storey (due to the topography of the site) 

C12 Where original design features of heritage items, 
such as bullnosed verandahs, have been 
removed, these should be replaced where 
possible as they are important to the design and 
appearance of the building and generally serve a 
useful function. 

Compliant. Where it can be supported by appropriate 
historical source evidence, works at The Wattles 
residence will be undertaken to reconstruct 
significant features of the property.  

C13 Where original gates and fences still remain as 
part of a heritage property, these should be 
retained. Where this is not possible, the use of 
replacement fences and gates should be in a 
style appropriate to the design and style of the 
building. 

The original gates and driveway do not survive 
unfortunately, but the proposed landscape design 
will create an era and style appropriate garden for 
the property. 

Residential alterations and extensions 

C14 When undertaking extensions or alterations to a 
heritage item, the design of the proposed 
extensions or alterations should be compatible 
with the style of the heritage item and its height, 
scale and proportion. 

 

Compliant. Any proposed addition to the rear of the 
property will be no more that single storey from the 
ground floor level of the residence.  This is an 
appropriate scale for the property and in keeping 
with its rural origins. The rear addition should be 
stepped in from the sides of The Wattles. An 
indicative building envelope is indicated on the 
concept plan to demonstrate the potential scope for 
such. 

C15 In general, where an extension is proposed to a 
single storey dwelling, the extension should also 
be single storey and should be located to the side 
or rear of the property, so as not to affect the 
streetscape appearance of the item. 

Compliant. See above comment. 

C16 Rear second storey additions should use 
recessive colours and should not visually 
dominate the existing building to the front. 

Not applicable. 



 

 

 
                                                          

   HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT | The Wattles, 245 Great Western Hwy, South Wentworthville | July 2023   | 24 |  

C17 Any proposed roof extensions should be carefully 
designed to ensure that it is compatible with the 
original building. Roofs of additions should be 
consistent with the existing roof in terms of its 
form, pitch, eaves and ridge height, and should 
be in proportion to the existing building. 

Not applicable. There would be no additions to the 
existing roof of The Wattles. 

The roof of any rear addition should be a detached 
skillion, or contemporary style concealed ‘flat’ roof. 
This is an appropriate roof form for a rear addition; 
not a gable or hip roof form in this case.   

Design details 

C18 The treatment of design details, such as 
verandah posts, doors or windows, on new 
extensions to heritage items should be 
sympathetic with those of the original building 
where possible. It may be appropriate to use a 
simpler version of the design details used in the 
original building, so that the new additions are in 
keeping with, yet still able to be differentiated, 
from the original structure. 

 

In this case, a simple and sympathetically 
contemporary style and materiality would be 
allowable so that there is a clear definition between 
the development phases. It could be appropriate to 
employ lighter weight cladding instead of brick, and 
aluminum framed windows etc given the anticipated 
utilitarian purpose of any rear addition as a 
commercial kitchen and WCs, or similar. 

Garages and carports 
 
C19-22 

Not applicable. 

Landscaping and gardens 

C23 The siting of buildings should retain any 
significant trees and gardens identified on the 
site. 

Compliant. The proposed hotel/motel development 
is located in a vacant paddock space. The majority of 
trees on the site are post 1943 or c1980s. Mature 
trees will be retained to contribute to the setting and 
screening of the views of the M4 and on ramp. 

Curtilage development 

C24 Where proposing development within the 
curtilage of a heritage item, the new 
development should be designed so that the 
heritage item retains its visual prominence. 

 

Compliant. The proposed hotel/motel development 
is located to the west of The Wattles and the two 
buildings are separated by approx. 42 metres and is a 
stepped ‘podium’ with the lower part closest to the 
item. The Wattles will have a clearly defined precinct 
that reinforces its aesthetic and historic significance. 

An exterior up-lighting installation could assist in 
elevating the visual prominence of the residence at 
night. 

C25 The colours and materials used within the new 
development shall be recessive and complement 
the colours and materials of the heritage item. 

A palette of muted and recessive tones should be 
employed on the hotel/motel building; greys and/or 
neutral stone and timber colours are appropriate. 
Primary or neon colours should be avoided, as well as 
the predominant use of white and off-white tones.  

C26 Where new development is proposed within the 
curtilage of a heritage item, a reasonable 
“buffer” space should be provided between the 

Compliant. The proposed buffer zone is 42 metres. In 
addition the siting of the new development to the 
side of The Wattles will result in two distinct 
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original building and the new development. precincts on the site; the new building is not in a 
position to ‘loom’ over the existing and steal its visual 
prominence. 

C27 Significant gardens should be retained as part of 
any works within a curtilage, where possible. 

Not applicable. There are no significant gardens 
extant on the site. A new landscaping plan will be 
created to provide The Wattles with an era and style 
appropriate garden setting. 

C28 New development within the curtilage should 
not adversely impact upon the significant fabric 
of a heritage item. 

Compliant. 

C29 The height of new buildings shall not exceed that 
of the original heritage building. 

Per DA 2010/93/1, a multi-storey structure has 
already been approved for the site. 

C30 The new development shall be massed so that 
lower-scale buildings act as a transition between 
the new and the old. 

 

Noted. 

C31 New development within the curtilage of a 
heritage item should not block the sight lines 
from public areas to the original building. 

Compliant. The topography of the site and 
surrounding area does not easily enable views to The 
Wattles currently, however, the existing oblique view 
corridor to/from The Wattles from the NW will be 
opened up. 

C32 Civic, commercial development and adaptive 
reuse 

Sic. [Cumberland Council: is this intended as a 
heading?] 

C33 Retention of the original streetscape facades is 
required, with extensions or redevelopment to 
be located to the rear of the property. 

Compliant. 

C34 Development should be compatible with the 
existing height, scale, massing and detailing and 
setbacks and orientation of existing development 
within the streetscape. New extensions should 
be recessive to the original building. 

Noted. 

C35 Colours and materials should be carefully 
selected so that they do not visually dominate, or 
overly contrast with, that of the existing heritage 
item. New development shall utilise compatible 
colour schemes and materials with the original 
building. 

This has been addressed above. 

C36 For development involving churches or schools, the 
removal of more recent structures is considered 
acceptable where it is demonstrated that they are not 
critical to the heritage significance of the property. 

Not applicable. 



 

 

 
                                                          

   HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT | The Wattles, 245 Great Western Hwy, South Wentworthville | July 2023   | 26 |  

C37 New development should be located to the side 
or rear of the heritage item and the original 
building should visually dominate. 

Compliant. 

C38 Development should not impact upon the sight 
lines from public areas to the original building. 

Compliant. The topography of the site and 
surrounding area does not easily enable views to The 
Wattles currently, however, the existing oblique view 
corridor to/from The Wattles from the NW will be 
opened up.  

C39 Development should minimise any changes to 
the significant fabric of the building and, in 
particular, to the streetscape appearance of the 
heritage item. 

Compliant. The proposed multi-storey hotel is 
distanced by approximately 42 metres to the W of 
The Wattles.  It will present as two separate 
‘precincts’ with The Wattles in its own garden setting. 

C40 Signage, lighting, materials and colours used 
should be unobtrusive and compatible with the 
overall style and design of the building. 

Noted. 

2.4 Specific controls for development in the vicinity of a heritage item 

C1 - C18   Not applicable. These have not been addressed in 
this document as the proposal is for a change in 
permitted use at the site. While there is a general 
concept for development of the existing built 
environment at the site, it is dependent on Council 
approval of the Planning Proposal.  
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8. CONCLUSION 
The site is in an unusual position; being in a zone that is no longer immediately conducive to full-time low 
density residential accommodation, given its location between the Great Western Highway and the M4. The 
concept is preferrable to other options considered for the site, which variously involved subdivision and 
construction of multiple dwellings. This type of development was considered to be intrusive and would have 
an unacceptable adverse impact on the significance of The Wattles and its setting. 

 
The concept, which is commercial rather than residential, has the potential to generate income to fund the 
ongoing conservation and maintenance of The Wattles and its setting. Additionally, it allows the site to be 
appreciated by a wider audience, and activates what could continue to be a ‘forgotten’ and otherwise 
inaccessible site, wedged between two major roads. 
 
Appropriately, the concept hotel/motel site has been moved an additional 6 metres away to the west of The 
Wattles, as compared to the existing multi-storey building approved under DA2010/93/1. The separation 
between The Wattles and the site of the concept hotel/motel creates two distinct ‘precincts’ on the site; 
importantly, The Wattles retains an appropriate curtilage that affords it dominance in its own reinstated 
garden setting. Views of the original building from the Great Western Highway will be maintained, if not 
improved; with potential for an exterior up-lighting installation and appropriately sympathetic signage to lift 
the presence of the historic site. 

To enable its adaptive reuse as a café/restaurant, there is opportunity to include a sympathetic low-scale 
addition to the rear of The Wattles to install WCs, commercial kitchen and associated services. This would 
mitigate impact on significant fabric, detailing and layout of the residence.  
  
The proposed additional height allowance increases the ability of the concept hotel/motel to be a viable 
business; providing short-term accommodation in easy distance of the Parramatta CBD.  

There is potential in the design to further mitigate the visual impact of the structure on The Wattles and 
surrounding streetscape at the detailed DA design stage; this could occur through the refining of form, 
materials, colours and finishes, and landscaping. 

 
 

9.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
We are of the in-principle opinion the proposal for the additional permitted uses and height has merit, and 
that it should be considered for approval. With appropriate refinement, the hotel/motel concept could be 
rendered to a solution that activates the site, while respecting and maintaining the heritage significance of 
The Wattles. 
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TYP LEVEL 01-03

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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TYP LEVEL 04

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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ROOF TERRACE LEVEL

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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SITE ELEVATION PAGE 1

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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SITE ELEVATION PAGE 2

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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STREET ELEVATION

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
used only for work when authorised in writing by White Star. It is the
contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
with the Building Code of Australia, all relevant Local Authorities,
planning policies and certifying bodies.
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3D MODEL VIEW
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SHADOW DIAGRAM PAGE 1
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construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
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construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
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locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
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SHADOW DIAGRAM PAGE 3

The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
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construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
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contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
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are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
to Architectural Plans. Verify dimensions on site. All Works are to comply
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The Builder shall check all dimensions and levels on site prior to
construction. Notify any errors, discrepancies or omissions to the
architect. Refer to written dimensions only. Do not scale drawings.
Drawings shall not be used for construction purposes until issued for
construction. This drawing reflects a design by White Star and is to be
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contractors responsibility to confirm all measurements on site and
locations of any services prior to work on site. All documents here within
are subject to Australian Copyright Laws. Do not scale off drawings. Refer
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Item Details

Name

The Wattles, Victorian/Georgian Residence

Other/Former Names

Address

245 Great Western Highway WESTMEAD NSW 2145

Local Govt Area Group Name

Cumberland

Item Classification
Item Type Item Group Item Category
Built Residential buildings (private) House

Statement Of Significance

Assessed Significance Type Endorsed Significance Date Significance Updated
Unknown

Listings
Listing Name Listing Date Instrument Name Instrument No. Plan No. Gazette Page Gazette Number
Local Environmental Plan 15/0/1991 Schedule 1 9624 159

Local Environmental Plan 5/0/2013 Holroyd Local Environmental 
Plan 2013

I98

Heritage Item ID Source
1770023 Local Government

10/11/2021 02:08 PMThis report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory managed by Heritage NSW. Check with your relevant local council or NSW 
government agency for the most up-to-date information.This report does not replace a Section167 certificate or a Section 10.7 Certificate 
(formerly Section 149).
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Location

Addresses
Records Retrieved: 1

Street No Street Name Suburb/Town/Postcode Local Govt. Area LALC Parish County Electorate Address Type

245 Great Western 
Highway

WESTMEAD/NSW/2145 Cumberland Unknown Unknown Primary Address

Description

Designer Builder/Maker

Construction Year Start & End Circa Period
  N0 Unknown

Physical Description Updated

Physical Condition Updated

Modifications And Dates

Further Comments

History

10/11/2021 02:08 PMThis report was produced using the State Heritage Inventory managed by Heritage NSW. Check with your relevant local council or NSW 
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Historical Notes or Provenance Updated

Historic Themes
Records Retrieved: 0

National Theme State Theme Local Theme
No Results Found
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Assessment

Criteria a)
Historical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria b)
Historical Association Significance Include Exclude

Criteria c)
Aesthetic/Technical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria d)
Social/Cultural Significance Include Exclude

Criteria e)
Research Potential Include Exclude

Criteria f)
Rarity Include Exclude

Criteria g)
Representative Include Exclude

Integrity/Intactness Updated

References
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References
Records Retrieved: 0

Title Author Year Link Type
No Results Found

Heritage Studies
Records Retrieved: 0

Title Year Item Number Author Inspected By Guidelines Used

No Results Found

Procedures / Workflows / Notes

Records Retrieved: 0
Application 
ID / 
Procedure ID

Section of Act Description Title Officer Date Received Status Outcome

No Results Found

Management

Management
Records Retrieved: 0

Management Category Management Name Date Updated

No Results Found

Management Summary
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Heritage Inventory Sheet 

Item Name “The Wattles”, Victorian/Georgian residence 

Recommended Name ‘The Wattles’ – Victorian Residence 

Site Image 

Address 245 Great Western Highway, South Wentworthville NSW 2145 

Lot/Section/DP 100 - 878926 

Draft Cumberland 
LEP ID I244  

Former LEP ID I98 (Holroyd LEP) 

Heritage Conservation 

Area 

Not included 

Date Updated March 2020 

Significance Level LOCAL 

Site Type Level 1 Built 

Level 2 Residential Buildings (private) 
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Curtilage Map 

Statement of Significance 

The Victorian Residence, known as ‘The Wattles’ at 245 Great Western Highway, South 
Wentworthville, is locally significant for its historic, associative, aesthetic and rarity values. Built 
between 1851 and 1875 as a private residence, originally known as ‘Willow Cottage’ and later as ‘The 
Wattles,’ is historically significant through its associations with William Fullagar, one of Cumberland’s 
prominent pioneer settlers and developers. The dwelling is historically significant as one of the earliest 
houses in the Cumberland LGA and is relatively rare. The item retains some aesthetic significance as 
a moderately intact early Victorian residence; however, this has been compromised to some degree 
by later alterations and removal of original fabric, such as the construction of dormer windows on the 
first floor. 

Criteria Assessment 

a) Historic
Built between 1851 and 1875, the building is historically significant as 
one of the earliest houses in Cumberland. 

b) Associative
It is locally significant through its associations with William Fullagar, 
one of Cumberland’s prominent pioneer settlers and developers. 

c) Aesthetic/Technical
The dwelling has aesthetic significance as a moderately intact, early 
Victorian residence; however, this has been compromised to some 
degree by later alterations and removal of original fabric. 

d) Social The item does not meet this criterion. 
e) Scientific The item does not meet this criterion. 

f) Rarity
The item is locally significant as a rare example of its particular 
architectural style (early Victorian) within the local area. 

g) Representativeness The item does not meet this criterion. 
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Physical Description  

 
‘The Wattles’ is a large brick Victorian cottage located along the Great Western Highway. The 
residence is well hidden from the road and marooned between the M4 Motorway and Great Western 
Highway. The residence has a hipped gable roof clad with a concrete tile roof. The roofscape features 
small gabled dormers with simple painted timber bargeboards and four tall brick chimneys with a 
stepped course detail located on the east and west elevations. The dormers are not original elements 
but a later addition to the building, post 1943. A verandah extends along the north, east and west 
elevations. The verandah roof is skillion clad with tile profile sheeting, supported on paired timber posts.  
 
Remnant original windows include two six-pane double hung sash windows, the windows to front 
elevation have louvred timber. The walls along the lower façade are rendered while the upper storey 
is face brick. The building appears to have a rear addition. 
 
Due to the later construction of the M4 and the accessway to the M4, the landscape and orientation of 
the building changed. The item no longer fronts the Great Western Highway and is accessed via a 
driveway that extends along the northeast boundary created by the accessway to the M4. The 
landscape now features established plantings primarily located along the northeast boundary framing 
the driveway and the southern boundary. The remaining landscape consists of long grass with sections 
separated by a tall wire mesh fence that is a detracting element. 
 
The condition of the dwelling appears to be fair. It appeared to be under renovation at the time of the 
site inspection. 
 
Condition Good Fair Poor 

 

Alterations and Additions  

 Reduced allotment due to the construction of the M4, M4 accessway and widening of the Great 
Western Highway  

 Concrete tiled roof 
 Modern wire mesh fence* 
 New timber verandah posts 
 Revegetated landscape along the northeast and southern boundary 
 Alteration of first floor with the inclusion of dormer windows* 
 
Due to the limited visibility and access to site, the property appears to have a moderate level of integrity.  

Integrity High Moderate Low 
* element detracts from the overall cultural significance of the place 

 

Historical Notes  

Construction years 1851-1875 
 
In 1819, after European settlement, the Wentworthville area came under the tenure of D’Arcy 
Wentworth. Wentworth (1762-1827) was an Irish medical practitioner and public servant who settled in 
Australia in June 1790. Wentworth was a substantial land holder in the early colony, he appears to 
have obtained his first grant of about 147 acres at Parramatta from Governor Hunter in 1799; by 1821, 
he had been awarded a total of 17,000 acres, 2200 acres of which were located in the Wentworthville 
area. When he passed away in 1827, his will disposed of approximately 22,000 acres of land which 
was eventually subdivided into the existing allotments of Wentworthville today. The sites closest to the 
railway line were sold and developed first because of their proximity to the railway line, although it was 
not until 1883 that Wentworthville received a station known as T.R Smith’s Platform. The name 
Wentworthville was later adopted in 1880. The establishment of the railway station attracted residents 
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to the area, Wentworth’s holdings were subdivided into 600 lots. Wentworthville was proclaimed a town 
in 1890. 

Previously known as ‘Willow Cottage’ in the suburb of Mays Hill, The Wattles was home to William 
Fullagar. Fullagar was the son of convicts John Fullagar and Esther Leadham, Fullagar was a butcher 
and publican turned stock agent and became a prominent early settler who opened the ‘Star Inn’ and 
cattle yards on the Western Road on the Wentworth estate in the 1840s. He later bought up large tracts 
of land from the subdivision of the Government Domain in present day Westmead.  

William Fullagar purchased a 30-acre convict grant (to the south of Essington) in 1849, which he fenced 
and built his residence upon. William Fullagar went on to continuously live at this residence until the 
later 1880s. When he bought the 30 acres, Fullagar was the lessee of the neighbouring Burder Park 
estate (later Finlayson's Estate) a 95-acre property immediately west of James's grant belonging to 
descendants of Rowland Hassall, William Davis and John Bolger. These are all marked on a 1908 map 
of the Parish of St. John. He then purchased land from the Burder Park estate in two (2) lots of 67 1/4 
acres in 1851 and 1854, the last section of 33 acres on the south-west corner was not acquired until 
1866. He used the property as part of his business for cattle grazing and in later years for agistment 
as well as growing hay and other feed crops, timber cutting, making bricks and cultivating part of it as 
an orchard.  

By the 1870s, Fullagar was one of the major landholders in the Parramatta district. The lots he acquired 
in 1859-61 were during the sale of an extensive portion of the Government Domain (by the 1850s 
'Parramatta Park'). In fact, Fullagar owned much of present-day Wentworthville.  

Although continuing his stock auction activities, Fullagar aspired to the status of a gentleman. He had 
time to pursue the hounds in fox hunts organised apparently under his patronage. He was reputedly a 
crack rider whose long riding stick is clearly visible in a portrait. He was also, for a time, one of the 
trustees of Parramatta Park. Fullagar's Paddock was occasionally used by others, e.g.: cadets from 
Sydney Grammar and The King's School combined for an encampment there on the Queen's Birthday, 
22 May 1875.  

Once he moved to Willow Cottage, Fullagar never lived anywhere else until he built his new residence 
opposite the 201-acre property some few years before he died in 1894. The date he moved over the 
road to his new house in Essington is vague from existing records. This move appears to have occurred 
in the late 1880s as his wife, Sarah Fullagar, died at Essington on 24 March 1889. At the time of the 
1891 census there were two males and five females listed at Essington. William Fullagar died there on 
8 August 1894, a week after signing his last will and testament. The will offers a convenient summary 
of his property: it required the sale of three parcels of land - the 201-acre site of his former residence, 
Willow Cottage; 40 acres adjoining Bailey's Orchard near Parramatta north of the railway line; and the 
site of Essington together with neighbouring allotments, the extensive holdings purchased from 
Parramatta Park. After costs the money was to be distributed, first in defined bequests - to William 
Fullagar the younger, to married daughters Hannah Barnes and Sarah Houison, to his grandson 
Thomas Barnes and to Adah Rebecca Harrex, (Sarah's cousin and possibly the family retainer). Any 
balance of the sale was to be divided equally between the eight surviving children from his second 
marriage - five daughters and three sons.  

It appears it was last on the housing market in 2010 when it sold for approximately $1.6 million. A 
Development Application submitted in 2013 for the reconstruction of the residence and construction of 
a café and motel was withdrawn. The item appears to remain in use as a private residential dwelling. 
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Recommendations   

Heritage Management 
Existing Built and Landscape 
Elements 

Future Development and 
Planning 

1. Maintain this item’s 
heritage listing on the 
LEP. 

X 
6. Original fabric is highly 
significant and should be 
maintained. 

X 

12. Alterations and 
additions should respond to 
the existing pattern of 
development, with careful 
consideration of the setting 
(form, scale, bulk, setback 
and height). 

X 

2. Maintain this item’s 
listing as part of the 
Heritage Conservation 
Area. 

 

7. Unsympathetic 
alterations that detract 
from the cultural 
significance of the item 
should be removed. 

 

13. New alterations and 
additions should respect the 
historic aesthetic/character 
of the item and area (e.g. 
paint scheme, materiality, 
style, landscape elements). 

X 

3. Consider delisting as 
an individual item from 
the LEP. 

 
8. Maintain heritage 
landscape elements and 
schemes. 

 

14. Future uses for this item 
should be compatible with 
its historical functions/ 
associations. 

 

4. Consider additional 
research to nominate 
this item for the State 
Heritage Register. 

 

9. Maintain the existing 
setting of the heritage 
item, informed by the 
historic pattern of 
neighbouring 
development (form, scale, 
bulk, setback and height). 

X   

5. The heritage curtilage 
for this item should be 
revised/reduced. 

 

10. Maintain the historic 
aesthetic/character of the 
item and area (e.g. paint 
scheme, materiality, style, 
landscape elements). 

X   

  

11. The condition of this 
item is poor. Condition 
and maintenance should 
be monitored. 

   

Other recommendations and/or comments: 

 A detailed fabric analysis should be undertaken to be understand the intactness and significance 
of individual elements of the site. 

 

Listings   

Heritage Listing Listing Title Listing Number 
Heritage Act – State Heritage Register N/A - 

Local Environmental Plan 
“The Wattles”, Victorian/Georgian 
residence 

I244 

Heritage Study 
“The Wattles”, Victorian/Georgian 
residence 

I244 

National Trust Australia Register N/A - 
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Previous Studies 

Type Author Year Title 

Heritage Study Extent Heritage Pty Ltd 2019 
Cumberland LGA  
Heritage Study 

Heritage Study Graham Brooks & 
Associates 

1998 Holroyd Heritage Study 

Heritage Study Neustein & Associates 1992 Holroyd Heritage Study 

 

Other References 

 Auchmuty, JJ 1967, ‘Wentworth, D’Arcy (1762-1827)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography. 

 Elias, J and Coppins, S 2013, Pictorial History Holroyd: Girraween, Guildford, Mays Hill, 
Merrylands, Pemulwuy, Pendle Hill, Prospect, Smithfield, Toongabbie, Wentworthville, Westmead, 
Woodpark, Yennora, Kingsclear Books, Alexandria. 

 Karskens, G. 1991. Holroyd - A Social History of Western Sydney. Sydney: University NSW Press. 

 

Limitations  

1. Access to all heritage items was limited to a visual inspection from the public domain. The interiors 
of buildings and inaccessible areas such as rear gardens were not assessed as part of this heritage 
study. 
 
2. Condition and site modification assessment was limited to a visual inspection undertaken from the 
public domain. 
 
3. Unless additional research was required, historical research for all heritage items was based on an 
assessment of previous LGA heritage studies, the Thematic History (prepared by Extent Heritage, 
2019) and existing information in former heritage listing sheets. 
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Additional Images  

 
Original listing sheet negative, Holroyd Heritage 
Study 1993 

 
William John Fullagar outside Willow Cottage, 
1870 (State Library NSW P1/604) 

 
View from Great Western Highway, 2019 

 
View of modern fencing obscuring house, 2019 
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Source: https://www.allhomes.com.au/ah/research/245-great-western-highway-south-wentworthville-
nsw-2145/201064150411, photograph by John Mikan International Real Estate.  

 



Item Details

Name

Essington

Other/Former Names

Essington Christian Centre; Essington Christian Academy

Address

2,4,6,8 Bridge Road WESTMEAD NSW 2145

Local Govt Area Group Name

Cumberland

Item Classification
Item Type Item Group Item Category
Complex / Group Residential buildings (private) House

Statement Of Significance
Essington has historic significance primarily through its association with the Fullagers who were one of the prominent families in the early settlement of Holroyd. The site comprises part 
of the  former government domain purchased by William Fullager c .1860 and the residence built by another Family member Willard John Fullager sometime later.

The residence and grounds also provide evidence of the presence and character of the relatively substantial gentlemens residences erected in the Holroyd area during the 19th and 
early 20th  Centuary period though its aesthetic significance as a representive example of a particular period and style has been somewhat compromised by later additions and 
alterations. (Holroyd Heritage Study 1992)

Assessed Significance Type Endorsed Significance Date Significance Updated
State State 8/26/2008
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Listings
Listing Name Listing Date Instrument Name Instrument No. Plan No. Gazette Page Gazette Number
National Trust of Australia register 7446

Heritage Act - Permanent 
Conservation Order - former

18/0/1982 00204 2753 83

Heritage Act - State Heritage Register 2/0/1999 00204 477 1546 27

Local Environmental Plan 15/0/1991 Essington - Residence, garden 
setting and trees

159

Heritage Item ID Source
5045170 Heritage NSW

Location

Addresses
Records Retrieved: 2

Street No Street Name Suburb/Town/Postcode Local Govt. Area LALC Parish County Electorate Address Type

Great Western 
Highway

WESTMEAD/NSW/2145 Cumberland Unknown PARRAMATTA Alternate Address

2,4,6,8 Bridge Road WESTMEAD/NSW/2145 Cumberland Deerubbin St John Cumberland GRANVILLE Primary Address

Description

Designer Builder/Maker

Construction Year Start & End Circa Period
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1860 - 1890 YES 1851 to 1900

Physical Description Updated
Garden:
The house is surrounded to the east and south by lawns and mature plantings of trees.  A limited number of trees including a large remnant Bunya pine (Araucaria bidwillii), hoop 
pine (A.cunninghamii) and vestiges of its original garden remain on the property, principally on its southern side facing the Great Western Highway, and on the eastern side facing 
Bridge Street.  To the north is principally car parking areas over former grounds, and rear extensions for class rooms/ administration.

To the north the site is predominantly bitumen car parking area, accessed off Bridge Road.  To the west additions to the house have been made to provide for school classrooms 
(Read, S., pers. comm., 2006, updated 17/1/2008).

Buildings:
House:
Essington is a large 2 storey historic house now run as a school, by the Church of the Foursquare Gospel.  It is located on the north-western corner of Bridge Road and the Great 
Western Highway, with its principal facades facing these roads.  Its site is  elevated and in combination with the house's high ceilings and steep roof, this gives it prominence in the 
local area.

The house's original block - a late Victorian/Federation building with 'Italianate' and 'Gothic' elements - was L shoaped with gabled roofs finished with timber bargeboards and turned 
finials.  Walls are polychrome brick and the building has a slate roof. A projecting bay window on the front (east) elevation features 2x2 pane double hung sash windows with 
sandstone sills and heads; first floor windows on the bay feature 'four-centred' arch heads.

The original verandah was replaced by later (probably inter-war period) two storey verandah to the front and side (south) elevations with brickwork columns, first floor balustrade 
and paired 'stump' columns.  Various additions including single storey block of rendered masonry and a recent 2 storey wing of face brickwork with metal framed sliding windows. 
(Holroyd LEP).

A 1990 classroom extension was made on the house's western side. This is accessed by a carpark entered off Bridge Road (MCA Architects, 2016).

An auditorium is located at the far-northern end of the site, set low and away from the house (MCA Architects, 2016).

Physical Condition Updated

Modifications And Dates
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interwar period - The original verandah was replaced by later (probably inter-war period) two storey verandah to the front and side (south) elevations with brickwork columns, first 
floor balustrade and paired 'stump' columns.  Various additions including single storey block of rendered masonry and a recent 2 storey wing of face brickwork with metal framed 
sliding windows. (Holroyd LEP).

1982: major restoration works including installation of balustrades and railings on staircase, replacing all original timber window sash cords, glass replacement in front door entry 
replaced with leadlight, sandstone sills replaced in new brick walls on old building, marble fire places restored, painting, landscaping.

1982: new picket fence on Bridge Rd. & Great Western Highway, replacing 1920s 2 rail Arris fence.

1990 - Build 4 new classrooms west of house.
2003 - dead large Eucalyptus sp. removed from northern side of house.
2005 - slate roof conservation work funded by HO.

Further Comments

History

Historical Notes or Provenance Updated
Westmead:
The name Westmead...combines the old English word 'mead' meaning meadow, and 'west' meaning its location just west of Parramatta. The present suburb was originally the 
western part of the former Domain of the Government House at Parramatta. The remains of that domain are now Parramatta Park. The name Westmead was not used until 1859 
when the first part of the Government Domain was subdivided (subdivision was completed in 1889)(Pollen & Murphy, 1990, 269).

Following this subdivision, orchards were established by many new settlers, including some whose names are well-known in the Parramatta area - George Oakes, Nat Payten and 
William Fullager among them. Although the (Western) Railway had gone through Westmead (bissecting Parramatta Park) in 1861, the suburb did not have a railway station. Early in 
1883  residents successfully petitioned the Railways Department for a station and by April 1861 Westmead became the newest station on the Western line from Sydney (ibid, 1990, 
269).

The suburb's development was slow. In 1883 the orchards began to disappear, and land was sold to home-builders. The township with its shopping facilities was built on the land that 
had been George Oakes' orchard, subdivision of which began in 1883. Eventually the residential area became firmly established (ibid, 1990, 269).

A landmark of modern-day Westmead is Westmead Hospital, now one of the Parramatta Hospitals group. Begun in 1974, it is the most up-to-date specialised general hospital in New 
South Wales...It serves the large and rapidly increasing population of Sydney's Western suburbs (ibid, 1990, 269).

Esstington:
Essington was built for one of Holroyd's important pioneers, William Fullagar as his second, residence, opposite his first, (The Wattles or Wattle Cottage,) as a gentleman's villa on the 
northern side of the Great Western Highway in a prominent position.  Reportedly it was designed and decorated with no expense spared.  
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Fullagar was the son of convicts John Fulligar and Esther Leadham, and he demonstrates the upward mobility of descendents of many individuals transported to NSW. Fullagar was a 
butcher and publican turned stock agent who was in the process of buying large tracts of neighbouring properties and making his way up in the world.  From his base at The Wattles 
or Wattle Cottage, he bought sufficient land to make him one of Holroyd's important pioneers whose estates covered much of Wentworthville.

William Fullagar purchased the 30 acre James grant (a convict grant) (to the south of the present Essington) in 1849, and 'soon after he purchased it, he fenced it and built his 
residence upon it and went there to live, and lived there continuously from that time until within a few years of his death'.  When he bought James's 30 acres, Fullagar was the lessee 
of the neighbouring Burder Park estate (later Finlayson's Estate) a 95 acre property immediately west of James's grant belonging to descendents of Rowland Hassall, William Davis 
and John Bolger  - these are all marked on a 1908 map of the Parish of St. John.  He then purchased land from the Burder Park estate in 2 lots of 67 1/4 acres in 1851 and 1854, the 
last section of 33 acres on the south-west corner was not acquired until 1866.  He used the property as part of his business for cattle grazing and in later years, agistment as well as 
growing hay and other feed crops, timber cutting, making bricks and cultivating part of it as an orchard.

All statements agreed that once he moved to Willow Cottage, Fullagar never lived anywhere else until he built his new residence opposite the 201 acre property 'some few years 
before he died in 1894.  

By the 1870s Fullagar was one of the major landholders in the Parramatta district.  The lots he acquired in 1859-61 were during the sale of an extensive portion of the Government 
Domain (by the 1850s 'Parramatta Park').  In fact Fullagar owned much of present day Wentworthville.

Although continuing his stock auction activities, Fullagar aspired to the status of a gentleman. He had time to pursue the hounds in fox hunts organised apparently under his 
patronage.  He was reputedly a crack rider whose long riding stick is clearly visible in a portrait.  He was also, for a time, one of the trustees of Parramatta Park.  Fullagar's Paddock 
was occasionally used by others, e.g.: cadets from Sydney Grammar and The King's School combined for an encampment there on the Queen's Birthday, 22 May 1875.  

The date he moved over the road to his new house Essington is vague from the existing records.  This move appears to have occurred in the late 1880s as his wife, Sarah Fullagar, 
died at Essington on 24 March 1889.  At the time of the 1891 census there were 2 males and 5 females at Essington.  William Fullagar died there on 8 August 1894, a week after 
signing his last will and testament. The will offers a convenient summary of his property: it required the sale of 3 parcels of land - the 201 acre site of his former residence, Willow 
Cottage; 40 acres adjoining Bailey's Orchard near Parramatta north of the railway line; and the site of Essington together with neighbouring allotments, the extensive holdings 
purchased from Parramatta Park.  After costs the money was to be distributed, first in defined bequests - to William Fullagar the younger, to married daughters Hannah Barnes and 
Sarah Houison, to his grandson Thomas Barnes and to Adah Rebecca Harrex, (Sarah's cousin and possibly the family retainer).  Any balance of the sale was to be divided equally 
between the 8 surviving children from his second marriage - 5 daughters and 3 sons.  

The first attempt to sell any land from the estate occurred shortly after probate was granted when Fullagar's Paddocks were subdivided and auctioned on 9/2/1895. It appears this 
auction was unsuccessful. Another was held on 25/9/1897, again without provoking much interest, for the only buyer was a family member, Amy Adah Hughes, so the trustees 
decided to apply for Torrens Title, possibly to encourage sales. (Broomham & Hughes, 1997, 11).

Holroyd Heritage Study 1993 notes that Essington was built by a family member, William John Fullagar and sold by him in 1912.  Surrounding land 'the Fullagar Estate' was further 
subdivided from c.1920 (Holroyd Heritage Study, 1993).

In  c. the 1920s the verandah on the house was replaced.

The Four Square Gospel Church, Parramatta bought the property c.1980 and erected the subject picket fence in 1982.  From 1983 the Church has run a primary school on site.  The 
church has acquired neighbouring houses with a view to expansion (Stuart Read, from Rev.B.Banton, pers.comm, 14/1/2008).
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Historic Themes
Records Retrieved: 50

National Theme State Theme Local Theme
Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Townships Joining together to study and appreciate local history

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Pastoralism Going to church or a temple

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Pastoralism Playground

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Pastoralism Outdoor relief

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Pastoralism Outdoor concerts and performances

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Pastoralism Activities associated with relaxation and recreation

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Landscaping - Victorian period

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Landscaping - Federation period

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Landscaping - 20th century post WW2

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Landscaping - 20th century interwar

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Interior design styles and periods - Victorian

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Interior design styles and periods - Edwardian

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Developing cultural institutions and ways of life

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Building in response to natural landscape features.

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Building in response to climate - verandahs

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Architectural styles and periods - Victorian (late)

Developing cultural institutions and ways of life Defence Adaptation of overseas design for local use

Governing Land tenure State government

Governing Land tenure Local government

Educating Ethnic influences Private education

Educating Ethnic influences Private (religious) schooling

Educating Ethnic influences Educating people in suburban locations

Educating Ethnic influences apdated villa/ cottage for a school

Working Migration Working in schools, colleges and educational institutions

Working Migration Working in orchards
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Working Migration Working independently on the land

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Beautifying rural estates

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Shaping inland settlements

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Role of Transport in Settlement

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Roadside Villages

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Impact of railways on suburban development

Building settlements, towns and cities Welfare Creating landmark structures and places in suburban 
settings

Building settlements, towns and cities Mining Changing land uses - from rural to suburban

Building settlements, towns and cities Mining Suburban Centres

Building settlements, towns and cities Mining Sub-division of large estates

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Owning and occupying a house

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Housing the prosperous - mansions in town and country

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Gentlemens Villas

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Country Villa

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Country Homes

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Building settlements, towns and cities

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture Adapted heritage building or structure

Building settlements, towns and cities Agriculture A Picturesque Residential Suburb

Developing local, regional and national economies Science Agisting and fattening stock for slaughter

Developing local, regional and national economies Government and Administration Developing local landmarks

Developing local, regional and national economies Events Landscapes of urban amenity

Tracing the evolution of a continent's special environments Exploration Other open space

Tracing the evolution of a continent's special environments Exploration Introduce cultural planting

Tracing the evolution of a continent's special environments Exploration Gardens

Tracing the evolution of a continent's special environments Exploration Changing the environment
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Assessment

Criteria a)
Historical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria b)
Historical Association Significance Include Exclude

Criteria c)
Aesthetic/Technical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria d)
Social/Cultural Significance Include Exclude

Criteria e)
Research Potential Include Exclude

Criteria f)
Rarity Include Exclude

Criteria g)
Representative Include Exclude

Integrity/Intactness Updated 08/12/2008

References
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References
Records Retrieved: 3

Title Author Year Link Type
Statement of Heritage 
Impact for Essington 
Christian Academy - 
proposed repair works 
to 1990 classroom 
extension due to 
storm and water 
damage

MCA Architects 2016 Written

'The Wattles': a history Broomham, Rosemary & Hughes, Joy 
(preliminary assessment of contents)

1997 Written

'Westmead'  in 'The 
Book of Sydney 
Suburbs'

Pollen, Frances (ed.) and Healy, 
Gerald

1996 Written

Heritage Studies
Records Retrieved: 0

Title Year Item Number Author Inspected By Guidelines Used

No Results Found

Procedures / Workflows / Notes

Records Retrieved: 1
Application 
ID / 
Procedure ID

Section of Act Description Title Officer Date Received Status Outcome

31725 57(2) Exemption to allow work Standard Exemptions Minister  Cowied 11/09/2020
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Management

Management
Records Retrieved: 3

Management Category Management Name Date Updated

Recommended Management Produce a  Conservation Management Plan (CMP)

Recommended Management Prepare a maintenance schedule or guidelines

Recommended Management Carry out interpretation, promotion and/or education

Management Summary
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Caption: PCO Plan Number 204

Photographer: Heritage Council of NSW

Copyright Owner: No Credit

Date: 2/29/1980 12:00:00 AM

Caption: Essington

Photographer: Stewart Watters

Copyright Owner: No Credit

Date: 8/12/2008 12:00:00 AM
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Caption: Essington
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Caption: Essington
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Caption: Essington
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Caption: Essington
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Caption: Essington

Photographer: Stewart Watters

Copyright Owner: No Credit
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Caption: Essington College site plan

Photographer: NULL

Copyright Owner: No Credit

Date: 7/1/2020 12:00:00 AM
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Item Details

Name

Milestones - Parramatta to Greystanes (4)

Other/Former Names

Address

 Great  Western Highway GREYSTANES NSW 2145

Local Govt Area Group Name

Cumberland

Item Classification
Item Type Item Group Item Category
Complex / Group Transport - Land Road Milepost/Milestone

Statement Of Significance

Assessed Significance Type Endorsed Significance Date Significance Updated
Unknown

Listings
Listing Name Listing Date Instrument Name Instrument No. Plan No. Gazette Page Gazette Number
Local Environmental Plan 15/0/1991 Schedule 1 9624 159

Local Environmental Plan 5/0/2013 Holroyd Local Environmental 
Plan 2013

I26

Heritage Item ID Source
1770024 Local Government
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Location

Addresses
Records Retrieved: 1

Street No Street Name Suburb/Town/Postcode Local Govt. Area LALC Parish County Electorate Address Type

Great  Western 
Highway

GREYSTANES/NSW/2145 Cumberland Unknown Unknown Primary Address

Description

Designer Builder/Maker

Construction Year Start & End Circa Period
  N0 Unknown

Physical Description Updated

Physical Condition Updated

Modifications And Dates

Further Comments

History
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Historical Notes or Provenance Updated

Historic Themes
Records Retrieved: 0

National Theme State Theme Local Theme
No Results Found
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Assessment

Criteria a)
Historical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria b)
Historical Association Significance Include Exclude

Criteria c)
Aesthetic/Technical Significance Include Exclude

Criteria d)
Social/Cultural Significance Include Exclude

Criteria e)
Research Potential Include Exclude

Criteria f)
Rarity Include Exclude

Criteria g)
Representative Include Exclude

Integrity/Intactness Updated

References
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References
Records Retrieved: 0

Title Author Year Link Type
No Results Found

Heritage Studies
Records Retrieved: 0

Title Year Item Number Author Inspected By Guidelines Used

No Results Found

Procedures / Workflows / Notes

Records Retrieved: 0
Application 
ID / 
Procedure ID

Section of Act Description Title Officer Date Received Status Outcome

No Results Found

Management

Management
Records Retrieved: 0

Management Category Management Name Date Updated

No Results Found

Management Summary
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